


HCK has worked tirelessly to establish a positive attitude among the whole school community towards 
literacy and reading. Our Literacy Policy was well embedded into our daily classes and the Literacy 
Committee felt confident in beginning the next stage in the journey to achieve the Wellread Award. After 
much discussion, it was agreed that encouraging reading for pleasure in our school was a natural 
progression in our literacy strategy. 

Our registration for the award coincided nicely with the confirmation of the refurbishment of our already 
existing library. This project was undertaken during the summer holidays in 2016. The parents were 
instrumental in financing this project and making the initial concept a reality. This new space was seen as 
the hub of our reading for pleasure activities. With the assistance and dedication of our Librarian, the 
space was transformed into a bright, welcoming, colourful, student and staff-friendly area. Whilst there 
has always been a positive and active interest in reading for pleasure in HCK the library refurbishment was 
the ideal catalyst to bring reading for pleasure to the forefront of school life. 

Our aim, when beginning this journey was to establish and nurture a greater awareness among our whole 
school body (students, staff, parents and the wider community) about the importance of creating a culture 
of reading. Once we registered for the Wellread Award we looked to the PDST website for inspiration and 
implemented many of the reading initiatives suggested there.  

These included... 

 Establishing a Wellread steering committee—consisting of staff, student and parent representatives. 

 Building on existing good practices—trying to extend our literacy policy so that reading for pleasure 
became one of the primary aims. 

 Implementing fun, whole school reading initiatives. 

 Creating links with relevant stakeholders and the external community  e.g. parents, newspapers and 
local libraries. 

And so, as we move forward in HCK, it is envisaged that with time, care and dedication, an overall 
improvement in students' literacy skills will be achieved and our efforts will have fostered a reading 
culture in our school. 



At a glance… 

 Book Clubs 

 Roald Dahl Day 

 Harry Potter Day 

 Book Christmas Tree 

 Reading for Pleasure Class 

 Banned Book Week 

 Reads to Expand Your Mind 

 Book Week 

 Blind Date With a Book 

 D.E.A.R. 

 Student Shelfie Competition 

 Word Millionaire 

 Match the Selfie to the Shelfie 

 Bring a Book, Buy a Book 

 Get Caught Reading 

 Reunite the Literary Couples 

 Author visits 

 Book Quiz 

 Book Themed Fancy Dress 

 Literary Pictionary 

 Reading Chairs 

 

To encourage reading for pleasure among our students it was agreed 
that we needed to make it fun, visible and accessible.  We made a real 
effort to run interesting  and current book themed events, which is why 
we honed in on many national and international literacy days. The idea 
behind this was that students could get involved both in school and 
outside of school with their families. We were also keen to give 
ownership of this award to our students so we involved the Library 
Prefects in organisational activities as much as possible. There is no 
doubt that reading promotion is most effective for teenagers when it’s 
done by their peers. Accessibility was another issue we needed to 
address as we were aware that weak readers many feel isolated or 
disengaged if the books provided for them were too difficult. To tackle 
this we renewed our easy reads collection and renamed it quick reads. 
This change seems to have encouraged the weaker students to read a 
book until the end—we hope this sense of accomplishment will 
encourage them to read more challenging titles in future. 



Junior and Senior Book Clubs were run every month in the school. Students were 

encouraged to come along and discuss a book they were reading. Student 

recommendations were recorded and made into a ‘Book Club Recommends’ poster. 

This was put on the Library notice board for all the student population to see. We 

found that many book club attendees ended up reading a book that was 

recommended to them in book club. These recommendations also informed 

acquisitions in the Library.  

Each year in September we celebrate Roald Dahl Day. In 2015 we celebrated with 

a fancy dress birthday party for Roald Dahl in the Library. Students dressed up as 

their favourite characters from Road Dahl books and brought in baked goodies to 

share. In 2016 we had a movie screening in the Library of Roald Dahl’s Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory. Famous Roald Dahl quotes were stuck up around the 

school and a Roald Dahl book display was set up in the Library for the following 

week. 



Each year at HCK we celebrate Harry Potter Day with our 1st Year Students. Our 

aim is to introduce the magic of Harry Potter to a whole new generation and 

encourage them to read the books. Students receive an acceptance letter to 

Hogwarts and are sorted into houses. They take part in a Hogwarts themed 

treasure hunt and even play a game of Quidditch. This is always a really 

enjoyable and fun filled day – in order to take advantage of the momentum of 

this event we advertise the Library’s fantasy collection in the following days. We 

hope students will be inspired by the events of the day to read more fiction in the 

fantasy genre.  

We are committed to making books and reading visible throughout the school. As part of 

our annual nativity display (which is situated at the front entrance to the school) we 

constructed a Christmas tree made entirely from books. The tree was decorated and 

constructed by TY students. A competition was then held asking students to guess how 

many books were used in the making of the tree. The winner received a prize for guessing 

correctly.  (There were 485 books in the tree!) 



All 1st Year and TY students are timetabled for a Reading for 

Pleasure class once a week in the Library. This will be extended to 

2nd Year students from 2017-18. To help students choose age and 

level appropriate reading material, reading lists are made available 

to students in the Library and on the Library Website. Reading lists 

are broken down by year and also by theme. TY Reading for 

Pleasure classes and Development Education classes have separate 

reading lists that are compiled in conjunction with their teachers. 

All reading lists are updated yearly.   

Banned Book Week is an annual awareness 

campaign promoted by the American Library 

Association and Amnesty International, that 

celebrates the freedom to read, draws attention 

to banned and challenged books, and highlights 

persecuted individuals.  Held during the last week 

of September since 1982, the campaign stresses 

the importance of ensuring the availability of 

those unorthodox or unpopular viewpoints to all 

who wish to read them and the requirement to 

keep material publicly available so that people 

can develop their own conclusions and opinions.  

A reading folder was placed in the 

Learning Hub (primarily used as a 6th 

Year study area) with articles from 

various sources. The idea behind this 

is to provide students with short but 

challenging reads. The articles could 

easily be read in ten minutes and 

encourage varied reading on topics 

outside of the set curriculum. By 

providing busy senior students with 

bite sized reading options we hope to 

encourage them to keep reading for 

pleasure. 



As part of their Creative Calligraphy Module, 2nd Year students were given the brief 

"My Favourite Book". They were to choose their favourite book and then choose a 

paragraph from that book to interpret through Creative Calligraphy. The students 

were given three weeks to reread some of their favourite books and to choose their 

favourite paragraph. The variety and scope of their chosen books was vast. They 

interpreted their chosen paragraph under the headings of; Theme, Mood, and Era. 

They then listed objects and images that related to their chosen words. And finally 

they chose colours to represent the words from their favourite book. Their finished 

pieces (A3 size) were hung with pride outside the School Library. 

Skulduggery Pleasant Alice in Wonderland The Housekeeper and the Professor 

6th Year Art Students were asked to design and create a poster for the newly 

refurbished School Library. Their posters were to be framed and hung on the walls 

of the Library. Their brief was to create a poster (A2 size) that would encourage 

the School Community, both students and staff, to "read for pleasure" and to 

make more use of the fantastic resource that is our School Library. It was thought 

that the younger students would be encouraged to read by seeing senior students 

being passionate about reading and books! The 6th Years were told that they could 

use any image or wording that they wished on their poster, but the poster had to 

include the words "HCK Library". Some of the chosen slogans included "Discover A 

New World at the HCK Library", "Fall into a Good Book in the HCK Library"  and 

"Get Caught Reading Banned Books".  

Charlotte’s Web 

What I Love About You 



Over the last few years Book Week has become firmly established as the school’s biggest annual event promoting the enjoyment of 

literature. During this week students from each year take time out of their busy academic schedules to pick up a book and get reading. 

Teachers are invited to sign their class up for a literary activity. These activities are carried out during class time and are designed to 

encourage reading for pleasure. The events we run for Book Week are broken down as follows: 

Events running all week: 

 Blind Date with a Book (2016/2017) 

 Drop Everything and Read (2016/2017) 

 Daily prizes for best student shelfie – 

students email their shelfies to the 

library & winners uploaded to the blog. 

(2016) 

 Who Wants to Be a Word Millionaire – 

first class to read one million words gets 

a pizza party. (2016) 

 Matching teachers to their shelfies 

(2016) 

 Reunite the literary couples – 

competition to see who can correctly 

reunite the most couples. (2017) 

 

Once off events: 

 Creative Writing Workshop for 5th Year 
students with Denise Deegan 

 Bumper Book Quiz 

 Fancy dress & cupcake party  

 Meet the authors – story craft videos 
with popcorn 

 Bring a Book, Buy a Book (charity book 
sale) 

 Visit from a storyteller  

 Author interview screening 



D.E.A.R. Time 



Denise Deegan (author) workshop Winners of the Bumper Book Quiz 

Fancy Dress Party 





At a glance... 

 Model reading—teacher reads signs 

 Match the selfie to the shelfie 
competition 

 Staff room reading corner 

 Poetry Month 

 Word of the Month 

 

Subject Teachers set assignments/projects for students that required 

them to use the Library facilities. This encouraged our students to be in 

the Library regularly and increased the possibility of them randomly 

picking up books that may well trigger their reading for pleasure. Staff 

regularly suggested books to be stocked in the Library, both for academic 

use but also for pleasure. Staff joined in the fun of dressing up for Harry 

Potter Day and entered into the magical atmosphere and activities. Both 

staff and students shared their interest in storybooks and their 

characters. Staff shared their own books of personal interest by putting an 

image of the book they were reading on their door and by donating books 

to the reading corner in our Staffroom. This exercise was a great success 

and enlightened some staff to the reading interests of their colleagues. 

All staff emailed the book they were currently reading to our Librarian. She then 

printed off the book cover and stuck it on the teachers’ class doors. Many students 

showed an interest in what teachers were reading. Staff also showed a keen interest 

in what their colleagues were reading. This was done for book week but has 

continued since. 

This competition involved both students and staff. Staff took a picture 

of their book shelves and students then had to match the photos to 

the teachers names. The teacher provided small clues as to who they 

might be in the photos. 



This was a new initiative introduced into our Staffroom. It was to encourage staff to 

also bring a book and take a book. It was located at one end of our Staffroom, with 

cushions and a bookstand. This reading hub generated many reactions, mainly 

positive. So not only are we trying to encourage reading for pleasure among the 

students but also among our staff. 

To celebrate poetry month teachers in the English Department chose a different poem 

each day to read to their class for the month of April. Each teacher read the same poem on 

the same day to encourage discussion amongst the students.  Poems were taken from off 

the curriculum to broaden students exposure to poetry and to encourage them to read 

poetry outside an academic setting.  

This literacy initiative encourages vocabulary expansion, encouraging students to learn 

new words. We hope that by exposing students to new and more difficult words that they 

will be more likely to challenge themselves in the material they decide to read for 

pleasure. Teachers from different subject departments choose the word each month and 

work with their class to create related artwork for the school hallways.  



At a glance... 

 Library Blog and Twitter 

 Launch of the newly refurbished Library 

 Dublin One City One Book Festival 

 Fighting Words 

 The Great Reads Award 

 Guest Speakers 

 Poem to Pavement  

The strategy we used in HCK to include the extended community beyond 
the school was to connect with our Alumna. We reached out to the Past 
Pupil's Union. We invited them to be involved in our reading for pleasure 
initiatives. We did this by using Facebook, updating all the activities going 
on in school. This kept our wider community informed of any activities 
relating to reading for pleasure.  An invitation was extended to attend 
the official launch of the new Library. A number of the past pupils 
attended and they were delighted to see such wonderful changes taking 
place in a space that held many happy memories for them. They got 
chatting to present day students and so conversations around books, old 
and new, took place throughout this wonderful evening. It is hoped to 
extend our strategy further into our local community in the new school 
year. We hope to visit a nursing home and some of our Transition Year 
students will visit and read to the residents, those perhaps who have 
visual difficulties but still love storytelling. 

The Library keeps a blog and Twitter account to connect with students and parents. Information about Library events and new books 

can be found on these sites, as well as links to external literary events and competitions.  



The official opening of the newly refurbished Maeve Binchy Library took place on the 28th January, 2017.  The library was 

opened by Gordon Snell, children’s writer, scriptwriter and husband of the late Maeve Binchy. Maeve’s extended family, 

including her brother and sister, William and Joan Binchy, were also in attendance. Parents, friends and family of students in 

the school also attended. We have no doubt that the refurbished library will impact positively on students’ academic lives and 

encourage them to develop a lifelong love of books and reading. Maeve was a past pupil of Holy Child so we are delighted to be 

able to honour her literacy legacy in this way. 



For the last two years at Holy Child we have taken part in the Dublin 
One City One Book reading initiative. As part of the festival we 
encourage our students to read a book connected with the capital 
during the month of April. 

To celebrate our participation with the Dublin: One City One Book 
festival in 2016 we invited Lia Mills to give a talk to our students to 
discuss reading, writing and creativity from an author’s point of view, 
and to present prizes to the winners of the annual HCK Creative 
Writing Competition. Lia was a past pupil of Holy Child and her novel, 
Fallen, was chosen as the choice book for the festival. The visit took 
place on the 6th May, 2016. 

A classroom set of Fallen was borrowed from Dun Laoghaire Library 

and made available in the school to senior cycle students. Junior 

cycle students were encouraged to take part in the festival by 

reading a title listed on the historical novels reading list. 

To celebrate the 2017 Dublin One City One Book a classroom set of 

Echoland by Joe Joyce was made available to senior cycle students. 

Reading lists for all books in the HCK Library relating to the capital 

were also made available so students could choose from existing 

titles in the Library. TY English teacher decided to use this list as their 

recommended reading list—thus promoting the festival within the 

school and encouraging students to get involved in a an all city 

literary event. Interesting out-of-school events relating to the festival 

were posted on the school blog and advertised on posters around 

the school.  

In February of each year Transition Year students take part in a 

creative writing workshop at Fighting Words, a creative writing 

centre founded by Roddy Doyle and Sean Love, designed to help 

students of all ages develop and improve their writing skills 

Lia Mills presenting two students with prizes  

Our students took part in The Great Reads Award, which 

launched for the first time this year. The aim of the award is to 

highlight new authors and diversify the reading of young adults. 

It’s also an opportunity for students to voice their enthusiasm 

about good writing for their age group at a time during the 

school year when examinations are less pressing. Students 

chose from a shortlist of books and voted for their favourite, 

either online, or by filling in the forms available to them in the 

Library. 

TY students at Fighting Words 2017 



We have been fortunate to get many authors to come and visit us in Holy Child and speak to our students about the joys of 
reading and writing. We’ve had Niall de Burca in for Book Week 2016; Claire Keegan in to speak with 5th and 6th Year students 
2016; Lia Mills speaking to the whole school as part of the Dublin One City One Book Festival 2016; Denise Deegan speaking and 
facilitating a creative writing workshop with 5th Year students 2017; Inspireland poetry workshop for TY in May 2017. Previous 
guest speakers also include YA authors, Anna Carey and Sarah Moore Fitzgerald; and Coranne Werner from the MS Readathon 
Team. 

To celebrate Poetry Day (27th April) as part of Poetry Month our students travelled to Dun Laoghaire Library to ‘Commit a Poem to 

Pavement’. This initiative combined art and reading to highlight poetry in a public space. The idea is that students would pick their 

favourite poem or line from a poem and choose a piece of pavement outside the Library to write this on and decorate in chalk. The 

theme of this year’s celebration was Poetry Connects – we chose to interpret this as a community connection. 



At a glance... 

 Donation of books for book sale 

 Inviting authors in to speak to alumnae 

 Funding for Library Refurbishment 

It goes without saying that parental involvement in the Reading for 
Pleasure initiative in our school was instrumental to its success. Book 
donations allowed for a good stock of books to be on offer to everyone 
in the school community, suiting all ages and interests. It was lovely to 
welcome many of our parents to the opening of our library. They could 
see first-hand that HCK has invested hugely in promoting Reading for 
Pleasure among the school community. To further encourage parent 
participation next year, it is hoped to suggest to the PA the possibility of 
setting up a parent book club. We are privileged to have some renowned 
authors in the Alumna. They were delighted to visit our school and share 
their reading experiences and adventures. It highlighted to the students 
and parents that something as relaxing as reading for pleasure can 
develop into a wonderfully satisfying career. 

For the past two years parents have very kindly donated 

books to the annual Bring a Book Buy a Book book sale. 

Without their generous donations we would not be able to 

run this fundraiser.  

The HCK Alumnae Association invited past pupil and acclaimed author, Liz Nugent, to 

speak to parents  and alumnae in March 2017.  Liz spoke to the audience about the 

impact reading had on her life and how important it was in shaping her career as an 

author.  



We are extremely fortunate here in Holy Child to have a school culture that fosters a positive vision of libraries and reading. Our 

Literacy Team are especially passionate about the role of the school library in creating active and engaged lifelong readers.  

It was this desire to nurture a lifelong love of reading in our students that lead to the refurbishment of the Library. A simple 

suggestion during one of our Literacy Team meetings to create a small reading nook in the existing Library resulted in the entire 

space being transformed and updated.  

The Library is now a bright, inviting, open space, well suited to supporting contemporary approaches to education. We have no 

doubt that these improvements will impact positively on students’ academic lives and prepare them for a world where team work, 

critical thinking and independent learning will serve them well.  The refurbishment has also fulfilled its original and more holistic 

purpose – of creating a space that is welcoming to young people, a safe environment designed purely to be enjoyed for its own sake, 

a place that encourages exploration and above all a place that celebrates books and reading.  

The Parents Association  were responsible for funding this project—so without their support this positive change would not have 

been possible.   

Before 

After 




